FOUR TIPS
TO PREVENT
PET WASTE

Always carry poop bags during
walks with your dog. Encourage
other pet owners to do the same
by leading by example and
spreading awareness. Pet waste
bags can be found along most
trails and parks in Santa Fe.

Because of health and
environmental risks, dog waste is
not good fertilizer or compost.
Dispose of it in the trash so it will
go to a landfill. The City of Santa
Fe, Santa Fe County, and NMDOT
have also endorsed flushing it
(without the bag of course).

On hikes, think “Leave No Trace.”
Bring an odor-proof container or
bag and carry the poop out with
you. You can also bury it 6-12
inches deep in the ground, away
from water, walking trails, and
gardens.

Repurpose bags! Bread, produce,
newspaper, or used deli bags do
the trick.

" IT’S THE LAW IN

Picking up your pet’s waste is the law
in the City of Santa Fe (Chapter 5,
k§7'6) and Santa Fe County (§ 95.55).
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Information from City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe
County, NMDOT, US EPA, Recombitek canine
parovirus poster, Enviro Pet Waste Network

PROTECT
OUR
OUTDOOR
PLACES

ONE PILE AT A TIME




SAFEGUARD COMMUNITY HEALTH

Pet waste left on the ground threatens other dogs, wildlife, and
people of all ages. Dog poop can be loaded with harmful bacteria
such as E. coli and salmonela, parasites like Giardia and
roundworms, and viruses such as canine parvovirus.

PLEASE PROTECT OUR
WATERSHED

A watershed is all the land that drains (or
“sheds”) rain and snowmelt to the lowest
point. The Santa Fe Watershed consists of
285 square miles of land from Lake Peak
(our watershed’s highest point) to where
the Santa Fe River meets the Rio Grande.
All the rain and snowmelt from these lands

Canine parvovirus, or “parvo,” is highly
contagious, often fatal

Drowsiness/
sluggishness

drain into the Santa Fe River.
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L THE SCOOP ON POOP BAGS

Santa Fe River Watershed

K&_ CERTIFIED COMPOSTABLE BAGS )
tRpe » Pros: Great, but only if headed to facilities with the
’ appropriate conditions to break down compostable
plastics and pet waste.
Cons: Thin and break easily; more expensive. No such

commercial facility in Santa Fe.
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You are not “fertilizing nature” by leaving
dog poop on the ground. Excess nitrogen
and phosphorus in domestic pet waste can
negatively impact natural landscapes and
encourage the growth of invasive plant
species.
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BIODEGRADABLE BAGS

Pros: Made from various organic or inorganic materials,
so may be a good alternative to traditional plastic bags
Cons: Leave aresidue when they break down; not

Further, rainwater can wash pet waste into compostable.

storm drains and eventually into
waterways, contributing to excess algae
and bacteria growth, making our waterways
unsafe for recreation and aquatic life.
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RE-PURPOSED PLASTIC BAGS

Pros: Gives additional life to bags that would otherwise
be thrown away; stronger and block smell better than
most pet waste bags - you can double bag with less guilt!
Cons: Plastic still ends up in the landfill. (Though better
sequestered in a landfill than breaking down and adding
to the microplastics in our environment.)

Fortunately, the solution is simple: scoop
the poop!

Severe weight loss

BEST - Reusing plastic bags
thrown in receptacles headed for
a landfill.

BETTER - Biodegradable or
compostable bags thrown in
receptacles headed for a landfill.

OK - Traditional plastic dog
poop bags thrown in receptacles
headed for a landfill.

VERY BAD - Leaving unscooped
poop on trails. Unsightly and
messy problem if stepped in.
Bacteria and other contaminants
end up in our waterways.

WORST - Leaving bagged poop
on trails. Microplastics and
contaminants end up in our
waterways as bag breaks down.



